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TAGS: AORG, UN, 

SUBJECT: UN FIFTH COMMITTEE: 1740TH MEETING, NOVEMBER 14 
REF: A) USUN 5944; B) DEPT’S A-67 16, OCTOBER 29, 1975 

1. SUMMARY: COMMITTEE COMPLETED FIRST READINGS OF 
PROGAM BUDGET (PB) EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 1, 2 AND 25 

AND REVENUE SECTIONS 1,2 AND 3. THERE WAS ALSO STATEMENT 
BY ASG DEBATINGON CURRENCY INSTABILITY AND ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF PROGRAM OF WORK FOR NEXT WEEK. ACTION REQUESTED SEE 
PARA. 8 BELOW. END SUMMARY 

2. PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES AND ACTIVITIES 

SOV DEL REQUESTED OPINION OF UN LEGAL COUNSEL RE TWO COMMITTEE 
DECISIONS NOVEMBER 13: A) TO REJECT ALGERIAN AMENDMENT 
OF COLOMBIAN RESOLUTION SAYING "IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT 
NEW AGENDA ITEM WOULD BE CONSIDERED IN FIFTH COMMITTE" AND 
B) SUBSEQUENT DECISION PROPOSED BY NEW ZEALAND TO INCLUDE 
IN RAPPORTEUR S REPORT THAT "IT IS SENSE OF COMMITTEE THAT PUBLIC 
INFORMATION QUESTION SHOULD REMAIN ON AGENDA OF FIFTH COMMITTEE 
IN FUTURE." SOVIET DEL SAID THAT SECOND DECISION 
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AMOUNTED TO RECONSIDERATION OF FIRST AND WORLD THEREFORE HAVE 
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REQUIRED TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY. CHAIRMAN DISAGREED, BUT PROMISED 
TO ASK LEGAL COUNSEL FOR OPINION ON QUESTION. 

3. PB SECTIONS 1,2, 3. FOLLOWING ACQBQ RECOMMENDATION, COMMITTEE 
APPROPRIATED $19,282,000 UNDER SECTION 1 OF THE PROGRAM BUDGET 
(OVERALL POLICY-MAKING,DIRECTION AND COORDINATION). VOTE WAS 

61 (US) - 0 -10(SOVIET BLOC). CUBA DID NOT PARTICIAPTE. 

ALSO FOLLOWING ACQBQ RECOMMENDATION, COMMITTEE APPROPRIATED UNANI- 
MOUSLY $39,012,000 UNDER SECTION 2 OF THE PROGRAM BUDGET (POLITICAL 
AND SECURITY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: PEACE-KEEPING ACTIVITIES). BEFORE 
VOTE, PHILIPPINES ASKED ABOUT EFFICIENCY OF UNTSO IN VIEW OF 
FACT THAT ITS IS DIFFICULT TO RECRUIT PEOPLE FOR UNTSO BECAUSE 
SALARIES ARE CONSIDERED LOW; THERE HAVE BEEN RECENT RESIGNATIONS 
AND OVERTIME WORK HAS BEEN REQUIRED. LAVAU ALSO AMPLIFIED REPLY 
TO EARLIER BELGIAN QUESTION ABOUT UN SUPPLY DEPOT AT PISA. ASSURING 
BELGIUM THAT PERSONNEL COSTS THERE WERE JUSTIFIED BY VOLUME FOR 
MATERIAL HANDLED AND TURNOVER. 

IN DISCUSSION OF SECTION 3 (POLITICAL AFFARIS, TURSTEESHIP. 

AND DECOLONIZATION) ALGERIAN INTROUDUCED FOLLOWING DRAFT DECISION: 
"THE FIFTH COMMITTEE CONSIDERS IT TO BE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE 
TASKS OF AFRICA DIVISION TO BE RELATED MORE CLOSELY TO QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE DECOLONIZATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, IN VIEW OF THE 
NEW POLITICAL SITUATION PREVAILING IN THE REGION". ALGERIAN 
EXPLAINED THAT DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS HAS BOTH A 
POLITICAL AND A DECOLONIZATION PURPOSE AND MUST BE VIGILANT 
TO PRESERVE INDEPENDENCE OF NEW COUNTRIES. CONTENDED THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA IS INTERFERING WITH THEIR DEVELOPMENT, AND DEPARTMENT 
MUST STUDY ROLE OF THIS SOUTH AFRICAN ACTIVITY. CHAD, PHILIPPINES. 

IRAQ, PERU, SIERRA LEONE, INDIA SUPPORTED THE ALGERIAN PROPOSAL. 

4. PB SECTION 25 (STAFF ASSESSMENT) COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY 
VOTED TO APPROPRIATE $98,743,000 AS RECOMMENDED BY ACABQ. 

5. REVENUE SECTIONS 1.2 AND 3 

ACABQ CHAIRMAN MSELLE INTRODUCED REPORT ON THREE INCOME SECTIONS. 
ALL THREE WERE APPROVED WITHOUT OBJECTION. ON INCOME SECTION2, 

IN REPLY TO PHILIPPINE QUESTION, BUDGET DIRECTOR LAVAU SAID THAT 
UNICEF GENEVA OFFICE WAS PRESENTLY PAYING RENT TO UN CONSIDERABLY 
BELOW GOING MARKET VALUE OF PREMISES AND NEW RENTAL RATE WAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 USUNN 05968 150056Z 

BEING NEGOTIATED IN CONNECTION WITH MOVE TO NEW QUARTERS. UNDER 
SECTION 3, US DEL (BACHE) MADE BRIEF STATEMENT PER REF B) ASKING 
WHY TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE IN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION WAS SO HIGH AND 
ENCOURAGING RISE IN PARKING CHARGES. BACHE ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT 
EXCESSIVE SUBSIDY OF PARKING WOULD ENCOURAGE SECRETARIAT STAFF 
TO ABANDON PUBLIC TRANSIT, THEREBY ADDING TO TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND 
POLLUTION. ASYG DEBATIN MADE VERY VAGUE STATEMENT THAT PARKING 
CHARGES ARE SENSITIVE ITEM AND THAT SOME REVIEW WOULD BE MADE 
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"IN DUE COURSE.” 

LAVAU SAID POSTAL TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE WOULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY 
REDUCED IN 1979 AFTER IMPLEMENTATION OF RECENT STUDY RECOMMENDING 
MEANS OF COMPUTERIZING SEVERAL ASPECTS OF THE POSTAL OPERATION. 
PHILIPPINE DEL SAID VISITORS SERVICE PERFORMED PUBLIC RELATIONS 
SERVICD AND SHOULD NOT BE REVENUE-PRODUCING. 

6. CURRENCY INSTABILITY AND INFLATION: INVERVENTION S BY 
DELEGATIONS HAVING CONCLUDED, CONTROLLER DEBATIN SPOKE AT LENGTH 
TO EXPLAIN DIFFICULTY OF ABSORBING ANY PART OF INFLATION EXPENSES. 
THE ONLY WAY SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS COULD BE MADE WOULD BE TO 
FREEZE RECRUITMENT, BUT EVEN AN ABSOLUTE FREEZE WOULD ONLY SAVE 
$37.2 MILLION WHICH IS ONLY HALF THE INFLATION FACTOR. HE URGED 
DELEGATIONS NOT TO LOOK ON SECRETARIAT AS PASSIVE ABOUT 
ECONOMIES AND PROMISED THAT THE PERFORMANCE REPORT WHICH WOULD 
APPEAR SOON WOULD SHOW $7.6 MILLION IN ECONOMIES TO OFFSET SUPPLE- 
MENTARY ESTIMATES NECESSITATED BY UNDER-ESTIMATION OF CURRENCY 
DEVALUATION. SAID THAT REDUCTION OF ONE PERCENT IN THE INFLATION 
FACTOR WOULD REMOVE $8 MILLION FROM THE BUDGET. 

7. PROGRAM OF WORK: CHAIRMAN ANNOUNCED THERE WOULD BE FIVE 
MEETINGS NEXT WEEK BEGINNING WITH MORNING AND AFTERNOON MEETINGS 
ON NOVEMBER 18. VOTE ON ALGERIAN DRAFT DECISION ON 

PB SECTION 3 WOULD BE TAKEN ON NOVEMBER 18. DURING WEEK, COMMITTEE 
SHOULD : A) CONCLUDE PB SECTIONS 3 AND 17; B) CONCLUDE ACTIOON ON 
PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICY AND ACTIVITIES; C) CONCLUDE 
AGENDA ITEM 101 (PUBLICATIONS AND DOCUMENTATION); D) 

CONCLUDE ACTION ON CURRENCY INSTABILITY; E) CONTINUE 

AGENDA ITEM 106 (PENSION SYSTEM); F) BEGIN 

ITEM 104 (PERSONNEL); G) BEGIN REVISED ESTIMATES BASED ON 

ECOSOC DECISIONS (A/C.5/1682 AND A/10008/ADD6); H) CONSIDER 

JIU REPORT ON UN ACCOMMODATIONS; AND I) TOWARD END OF WEEK, BEGIN 
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CONSIDERATION OF UN SALARY SYSTEM. 

8. ACTION REQUESTED: INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING ON ALGERIAN 
DRAFT DECISION QUOTED IN PARA 3 ABOVE. 

MOYNIHAN 
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